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There is a Luſt in Man no Charm can tame, 


of Poiſons, ever 
n eaſy. Entrance to ignoble Minds. 
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 DISOUISITION 


The Cle of SPORU O &. 


1 SH ALL not. 3 to render this 
Work more tedious than is abſolutely 
M... neceſſary, by : a tireſome and ſuperflu- 


ous Exordium; I _ ever been of Opi- 
nion that, as the Proverb ſays, Good 
«* Wine needs no Buſh ;” fo good Writing 
needs no Preface ; 5 and that is but an ill 


| Compliment to the Town in general, w when 


an Author, by ſuch a Practice, ſeems to ima 


gine that a bad Writing, like a nauſeous Pill, 


will go down,if gilded by a us and long 


Exordium. As the ell meant Deſign may 


eaſily be diſcovered fromthe Boldneſs of its 


3 ae ſo the 5 of 


. r 
* 


SIR Sup 


1 


anAuthor eee Got his open and plain 


g: TLleave 


k N ard wy My 


ae e 


Afferters and Maintainers of an ill Cauſe . 
and am not aſhamed myſelf to own, That 
Truth and Impartiality induced me to pub - 
lh; for Juſtice do I pleadꝭ the” Impartiality 
would recommend; Juſtice ! whoſe Courſe 

I would never ſtop; though Equity L would © 
ever have regarded ; as one is the Support 
of the World, fo the other i is conſequently 
port. + The Title I have 


bog 


given this ſhort T ract, 1 doubt not will 
due; me many Readers; 3 ſome out of Cu- 


rioſity, others out of Faſhion ; ; but Fol 5 
fear, will peruſe it with the fame Inclina- 
tion it was wrote. 1m ht indeed p 15 1 
draw more, was I formally to nor R ene 5 


Attention; but as 1 neith er write for a Sub- 


fiſtence, nor from '# Deſire of Applauſe, I _ 
will content myſelf in fpending that Time Pe 
I might poſſibly take up in defiring, by'f Revs - 


7 ing t. to > deſerve: their Countenance.””* 5 8 


0 0 in the D Dark s to the Object in 
View, Iwould have Him know, tis d : 


ade, not be . bell oo it o'ths Man : 


ZH, YAH, tr FW 28,51 8 451 1 
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95 5 rant Ori en- Man, did l ay Credit 5 
N 2 9 5 Accuſers, and. it ſhould be Mon- 
1 ſten ! But here let us conſider impartially; 
; let us gegard the Manner of the Indictment, 
H his Accuſers; let us, 


4 Ps. Motives 
| "with. equal Juſtice, examine into the Na- 


FE. of his Offence, and after form our i 


| Judgment of his Deſerts; whether Cha. 


from Envy, Hatred, or Uncharitableneſs ? 
Jo ſum up the Whole, whethe 


be:the-: Caſe, proper Method was er 


to that a tl bs ch 


3 


brew noternbilugDd 2% % d amet 


. «:Bidbefore 8 we enter on this ml per- 


mit me to diſcharge a Duty owing, and to 
clear myſelf from any Connections that 1 


may probably be charged with. Many 


that ieee, what J here ſo- 
So VV 


rity, Truth, and a Deſire to reform, gave 
- Riſe to-that publick Treatment he has met 
With? or if, on the other hand, it Was not 


Charity, 


” or the contrary, had the greateſt Share? 
. whether or no, allowing a good Deſign to 


there are, from the Nature of my Under- 


i 2 
99 * 
7 © 
* * 


7 d taz or hy _ 5 prin 
T thank my God, I an am no ways addicted 


to thoſe Viees wi | 


| eaſe his Faults, where he i is re 


That once again, only Love of Trutli, a by 1 


Charity to him as a Fellow creature, induc- 
ed me to palliate his Offences where bi 
| are exaggerated ; and, as Cato lays, N 


* N ay more, tho? Cato) Ves — — nel er wx 4 
« To clear the Guilty, and to varniſh Crimes, | 


» Secure I'll mount the Roſtrum in his Fs avour, 
8. And rive to Sein His Pardon from che People 


70 avoid Cc ue Wibcbaz we may al 
| pear a8 brief. as poſſible, we will now (after 
the edo Deelaration) proceed with Can- 

dour, diligently turn our Artontiintb 
the Thing i in hand. The firſt Thing that 
ſeems to fall under our Conſideration, d 


which will probably furniſn us 


fidently aſſerts, That it would be a Vice 


45 io n 8 OE wy 1s. 
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| beſt Opening of the Bm is, the Nature | 
of Sporus's Accuſation. Author, very 
mo deſtly, and, at the ſame time, pretty con- 92 


| advance, | But to the Point; What Words a 
concetled? Here'1 more clearly ſufpekt 
of Detractioi? and therefore ſhall firſt take 


and expoſe the Guilt” ah" Milthicf" of it 
which will "d6ubtleſy* 1 ene, by a 


dd Del 


1 790 
be chen piillty or u K himſelr ? His own Word 
ademn him better'than ah Thing 7 bild 


can expreſs a Sint ſo myſtit 
our 
Author guilty (I Will not lay 180 0 


upon mie to confider this Vice tots fully, 


out Erperiences. > 


n : FF. 
* 2 1 
44 


In doing this it will be 1 to di 
action, in all Pats" of it; as well 
that of the Tongue, as that of the Pen. 1 
believe there is hardly à Man living; whe 
the leaſt converſant with Men or Things 
paſt! and preſent; either in Life or in Hiſtory! 
but will acknowledge; that DetraQion Wil 

never carried to ſuch an Extravagance, as it 


| eder beute us in 1 na 


955 h ii Hi tibi Ph 9145 tt 13 {73 * ; r INTE: 


"9p As Detraction is, i in — Inflancee;ianifef 
"> the higheſt Sins, ſo tis certainly one of the 
moſt common and eſpecially of late; it is a 
3 chat above all others — to have 
untai OO EY mne Repu- 
SBA tation 
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Ys (8, 1 
| tationgoo.. Men are not eee d 3 
> chat tis a Sin; or if any, not. of ſo hos: 
A Ae 5 of Extent, as i | is. T „ 


6 Gare a, gn dee e 


f = Ms as Conſciences: would. Ten. 
call. at an Obſe ſcenity. do yet 145 glibly. ine 
890 gebb, Ibich yet methinks Perſons, 
fenen and bel d, had pot their 


eaſy Th oug hts of th the'G allt {moot} 


Way 6 e 
Ab i een 200 N 1 2] i go b ot 
The Love of Liberty and Glory en 

aways bleſt xiith the-Applauſe 'of Polterity, 

| haweyer it may be depreſſed in the Perſuits 
oft. Tyranny, and the nf ys 
rant, are apt to deſpiſe a good Name; they 5 
1 themſelves, deſire nothing but 
| Whlocken other 3 eren eee 5 


and look on e — elſe as infipid and / 


lous;'they-ate! inſenſible-:6f 8 


arid do not cate”-what any Tongue can fay 
og chem, as long as they can cut Gut for it. 
Ou 2 is the Caſe with our Au- 


F 0 * ond the 


: 4 582 : 1 Ye | Bounds is 


Job; and that the 


Wee 
Fi 5 
6 vp 
Bound of CO and good Mannets, | bit __ 
retain th: b ec een, e T fear 1s not © 
kept 'elſcwhete : Let him take: heed, and = 
think feticuly; to what Dihget: te * 
' Guilt, does ſometimés tlie very aa F 
Reproach 'hutry” Men? It makes theft = 
really forfeit thatVirtue' from whence al! 


wr te putation ſprings, and, like ®ſop'sDog, 


leſe che Subſtance by tdo eagerly catthing' at 
the Shadow: Let him not truſt too much 
to his on Aſſertion relating to Spor 
Oowardiec, that he dares not oppoſe his 
« towering Stature, aguinſt the Aſſault of 
« aPigmy.” Let him remember, that 4 

Coward made deſperate is is büt a — N 


Al vd Perſon, does not ei 


0 rime or Danger of the Defamer; not af 


ungen tis moſt certain, ſince God is 
he more immediate Avenger of thoſe who 
3 oe be their n. 1+ oth eur 


1% *. 4 2 192 M3 F} f\ 11 ety kf ons . 0 2 


e that 5 Pe 1s beg. re de. ; 
famatory Report, and that that he has avoid 


ed, leſt: he-ſhouldifind lie is deludede by ad 


Ignis F atuus: or Willof the Wiſp, and which 
hen * d, will diſcover there are two; 
| _ and 


_ 
ys 
3 ; 
+ * 15 
** 


(a | 
ingly ofdifferent. Complexians 
inging. from the _ fame Stock, 
— —— the ſame Driſt. 1 will not pre» 
tend to ſay, but he may have been deceiv'd = 
bimſelf: But for e e Note, 
chat ſpreadin ng of defary ts ad- 


one Man i invents aperfect Falfity, ofanother; 


ſometimes he that does not invent it, yet 


reports it, tho he knows jt to be falſe; and 
a third Sort there are, ho having not 
al Knowledge: whether it be falſe or 
no, do yet divulge it as an abſolute Certainty, . 
or at leaſt with ſuch artful Inſinuations 
as may biaſs the E Ire on that Hand D 5 
former of theſe is a Crime a 


e 3 temas 
7 grek myſelf) and which, ho. g a vile 


| avow it. "Eng. in f this han of. cinſulting F 
Vice, when almoſt all Wickedneſs appears 


5 4 * 


batefaced, this is fain to keep on the Vizard. 


falſe Accuſer; fot if Modeſty do not reſtrain 
Po et his Oe Maike. Aince'to Ow 


4 1 nb im 82 10 nb be 
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1 11 ) : | 
The next Degree is not much ſhort with 
| the above mention'd, what it wants is ra- 
ther of Invention than Malice; for he . N 
will adopt another's Lye, ſhews he would 
willingly have been its proper Father. It 
does indeed differ no more than the Maker 
of adulterate Wares does from the Venderof 
them; and certainly there cannat be a more 
ignominious Trade, than the being Huck- - 
ſters of ſuch vile Merchandize, in which 
the publick alen of oh Ti imes are no- - 
torious . beet | 
. 

A? =, our 1 N * in 
; expoſing Sporus's Vices, he acts not upon the 
Dictates of Juſtice or Charity, but acts di- 
realy in Contradiction to them; for where 
they do not command, they do implicit- 
| ly and generally forbid all ſuch Diſcoveries. 
If the Fault divulg'd- be of. a light Nature, 
the Offender cannot merit ſo much by it, as 
to be made a publick Diſcourſe. F ame is 
a tender Thing, and is ſeldom toſt and ban- 
dy d without receiving ſome Bruiſe, if not a 
Crack. Reports, like Snow-balls, gather 
the farther they roll; and when I have 


once handed it to another, what Aſſurance. -* 


7 5 have 


* 


PE chor ſeemin ofdiffecent Complerigns 
pet ſpringing om the _ ame Stock, 
and having the ſame Drife.. 1 will not pre- 
fend to ſay, but he may have been deceiv dd 
bimſelf : But for the future let himtake Note, 
that. ſpreading of defamatory, Reports ad- 
mits of various Circumſtanges. Sometimes 
| one Man invents peri EalGty ofancthers 
reports it, tho heknows it to be falle; and 
a third Sort. there are, ho having not 
certain Knowledge whether it be falſe or 
no, do yet divulge it as an abſolute Certainty, 
or at leaſt with ſuch artful Inſinuations 
as may biaſs the Hearer on that Hand: Ihe 


5 farmer of: theſe is a Crime of ſo high, ſo 


it to our r Author's Account, left I tranſ- 
geeſs myſelf) and which, tho many are vile 
enough to commit, none are im % 
avow it. Even in this Age of inſulting | 

Vice, when almoſt all Wickedneſs appears 
barefaced, this is fain to keep on the Vizard. 
No Man can be expected to πτn himſelf a 
ee ee fot if Modeſty do not reſtrain 
him, yet his very Malice will, ſince to con- 


4 * defeat his Deſign,-"i ras i 
ti | 11% Þ 219QUb « The 


4. ; F 4 : 
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HP 0 11 5 ; | 
: Thnagat: Dagoas in not emchiſhort wich- 

the above mention d, what it wants is ra- 
ther of Invention than Malice; for he that 
| will adopt another's Lye, ſhews he would 

_ willingly have been its proper Father. It 
does indeed differ no more than the Maker 
of adulterate Wares does from the Venderof 
them; and certainly there cannot be a more 
ignominious Trade, than the being Huck - 
ſters of ſuch vile Merchandize, in which 
the publick Likellee. of the Ti imes-are no- - 
nnn. Aa 1 


. let our . 1 that in 
expoſin g Sporus's Vices, he acts not upon the 
Dictates of Juſtice or Charity, but acts di- 
rectly in Contradiction to them; for where 

they do not command, they do implicit- 

ly and generally forbid all ſuch Diſcoveries. 
If the F ault divulg d be of a light Nature, 
the Offender cannot merit ſo much by it, as 

to be made a publick Diſcourſe. Fame is 

a tender Thing, and is ſeldom toſt and ban- 

dy d without receiving ſome Bruiſe, if not a 

Crack. Reports, like Snow-balls, gather 
the farther they roll; and when I have 
WT handed | it to another, what Aſſurance. 
1 5 oy have 


0 4 
have I that he will not improve it? and ic he 4 
delivers it, ſo advanced, to a Third, he may 
alſo giwe his Contribution to it; and fo, in a 
ſucceſſive Tranſmitting, i it may grow to uch 
a monſtrous Bulk, as bears no Proportion to 
its Original. He muſt be a great Stranger 
to the World, that has not experimentally 
found the Truth of this. How many Per- 
ſons have laid under great and heavy Scan- 
dals, who know but Sporus, hath given the 
ſame Opportunity to our Author, only from 
Inadvertence or Indiſcretion? Of ſoquick 
a Growth is Slander, that the leaſt Grain, 
like that of Muftard-Sced, immediately , 
ſhoots up into a Tree, and when fo, can be 
no more reduc'd to its firſt Cauſe, than a 
Tree can ſhrink into that little Seed, from 
whence it ſprang... NO Ruins are ſo i irre- 
parable as thoſe of Reputation; and there- 
fore, he who puts out but one Stone towards 
the Breach, may do (I can't ſay) a greater 
Miſchief than he intends, and a greater In- 
juſtice too; for by how much the more 
Juſtice obliges us to Reparation, i in caſe of 
Injuries done, ſo much the more ſeverely 
does it prohibit the doin g thoſe Injuries 
which are ERA of being reparred. 


If 


09). 


1 5 W IRR higher ah 
more enormous Crime, tis true, the De- 
linquent may deſerve the leſs Pity (as in 
the Caſe of Spprus) yet perhaps the Reporter 
does not deſerve the leſs Blame, © though 


e our Author has declared him dead to 


te every virtuous Feeling, and to have loſt 
<« all Senſe of Shame: Doubt not of 
che contrary, had a right Method been 
perſued to reclaim him. It oſten happens 
that ſuch a Diſcovery ſerves but to enrage, 
not reclaim the Offender, and precipitate 
him (if poſſible) into farther Degrees of 
Hl. Modeſty, and Fear of Shame, is one 
of thoſe natural Reſtraints which the Wiſ- 
dom of God has put upon Mankind; and 
he that once ſtumbles, may yet, by the 
Check of the Bridle, recover again. But 
when, by a publick Detection (as in the 
Caſe before us) he is fallen under that In- 
famy he fear d, he, will then be apt to diſ- 
card all Caution, and think he owes' him - 
ſelf the utmoſt Pleaſures of his Vices, 2s 
the Price of his Reputation. Perhaps he 
advances ſtill farther, and ſets up for a re- 
Ver > Sort of Fame, by being <« eminently - 
C2 « n 


& 


"C007 
* wicked; which Pride he will gratify at 
the Expence of every moral and ſocial 
„ Virtue.” And ſure it were "_ to let 
.a_ concealed Crime remain in its wiſh'd 
Obſcurity, than by thus rouſing it Sa 

_ » Covert, bring it to ſtand at Bay, and ſet it- | 
ſelf in this open Defiance, eſpecially in this 
degenerate Age, when Vice has ſo many 
Well-wiſhers, that, like a hoping Party, 
they eagerly run into any T_T 1 chat 
will head” them. 1 Z 


N Wh vids ſhould * Town be enter- f 
tained with the © collected Vices of a Spo- ; 
<rus?” with the Odiouſneſs of his Vices,” 
Sc. Here again, I muſt make Anſwer, 
© Thoſe very Reaſons thou haſt urged, 
e forbid. it.” The divulging of private 
Crimes, eſpecially if they be novel, or un- 
— uſually black, does but an ill Piece of Ser- 
vice to the Publick. Vice is contagious, 
and caſts peſtilential Vapours; a as he 
that ſhould bring out a Perſon ſick of 
the Plague, to inform the World of his 
Diſeaſe, would be- thought not much to 
have offended his Neighbourhood ; o he 


3 4 his vicious 9 while he 
ſeeks 


* # 


| (15) 
a to 4 one, may, cis; laden 


many. We, too experimentally, find the 
Force of bad Examples; Men frequently 
take up Sins to which they have no natural 
Propenfion, merely by Way of Confor- 
mity and Imitation. But, if the Inſtance 
happens in a Crime which more ſuits the 


Practice of the Hearers, though it can- 


. not be ſaid to ſeduce, yet it may encou- 


rage and confirm them, embolden them, 
not only more frequently to act, but even to 
avow thoſe Sins, in which they find they 
ſtand not fingle ; and by diſcovering a new 
Acceſſary to their Party, invite them the more 
| heartily. and open to eſpouſe it. Let the Au- 
thor conſider ſuch Effects as ſurely do very 
ill correſpond with the Juſtice and Charity 


we owe, either to particular Perſons, or to 


Mankind in general. And indeed, no bet- 
ter can be expected from a Practice which 
ſo perfectly contradicts the grand Rule both 

of Juſtice and Se 5 Kg NY} as we 

mn on dome 255 DE 8171 


1 am, nase . to fad n Mit. 
takes, pretty groſs in their Kind, conſi- 


| "nity paſt on us a th our Author; but as 
the 


© 


0 


(16 ) | 

the Generality of the World . Ad” 
y much more correct than either I 

can give, or he has given, I ſhall not tire 0 

my Reader with it at preſent; but ſhall 
only obſerve, upon this Head, how very 
ſttudious a Man ſhould be, to have Grounds 
ſufficient for what he is going to ſay, either 
as to Men or Things, and never to ſpeak 


cril of a Man upon common Fame, which, 


„ e e ee eee al- 


py Not an Fault, in moſt Caſes to 
e500 0 the Evil of Men which i8 true, and * 
which we certainly know to be ſo: But if 


we cannot prevail to make Men wholly ab 


ſtain from this Fault, we would be glad to 
compound with ſome certain Perſons, and 
to gain this Point of them however, be- 
cauſe it would retrench nine Parts in ten 
| ſpeaking —— ae 


Oy. we e ſhould 8 7 to 1 


| pity the Faults of Men, and to be hear- 
tily grieved for them 3 we then ſhould take 


no Pleaſure in pub Ming them: And this 


( 


ing the great Infirmities of human Nature, 


and that we ourſelves are liable to be tempt- 


ed to many of them. Conſidering likewiſe 


ho ſevere a Puniſhment every Fault and 
Miſcarriage is to itſelf, and how terribly-it 
expoſes 2 Man to the Wrath of God, both 


in this World and the next, Care ſhould - 
be taken, when we hear any Evil of a Man, 


if we know any Good of him, to pronounce 
it; it is ſure far the more honourable Part, 
to ſtand up in the Defence and Vindication 
of others, than to accuſe and beſpatter 


them; and, poſſibly, the Good you have 


heard of them, may not be true; but it is 
much more probable, that the Evil you have 
heard of them is not true neither: How 
ever, on all hands it is better to preſerve 


the Credit, even of a bad Man, than to ſtain 


the Reputation of the Innocent. And ſup- 


poſing there were any Need why a Man 


ſhould be evil-ſpoken of, it is but juſt and 
equitable, that his good and bad Qualities 
ſhould be mentioned together, otherwiſe 
he runs the Riſque, nay perhaps ſhares the 


ſame Fate with Sporus, who our Author 


Was not content to en bad Man only, 
| but 


2 
55 
£ 
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1 muſt moſt butcherly make him out a 
—— en i math more ou, 


— 5 —— ale virtute. 7 emen, 
4 Ws +++ | 


"Again, our ir Author 3 little er exagge- 5 


5 rated, which is another Stop to his Charity ; 

yet, left I may offend, I, ſhall ſubmit his 

_ own Words to the Rea der's Conſideration, | 
ard leave him to judge, whether a Deſire ta 


reclaim or an Itch to cenſure, have the 


greateſt ſhare in his intention; 1 fancy he 
will find that the former Motive would have - 
dictated other Methods, and that the latter 
may plainly be WIE, d in 96 ee | 
Words, 


« All of a Ade. * das ans greateſt / 


0 „Figur of any Man about Town; he had 


e an elegant Houſe at the Court-end of 
« the Town, Servants out of Livery, and 
« every Requiſite for a Man of Figure and 
Fortune. In Splendor of Dreſs he 
e even excelled a foreign Ambaſſador on a 
“ Birth-Day. The Profufion of Jewels : 

« which ſparkled about his Perſon, our. 


« ſhone 


az, ble 2; 

| « ſhone the Regalia of 4 e pry to 
_ « dazzle the Eyes of the Beholder, in every 

ce. Attitude and Poſition, (ſince Neceſſity, 
ce ſometimes to turn back,) the Diamond 
“ Buchle glitter d behind his Waiſt- band. 
I will not pretend to comment on every 
Word of the above, nor is there indeed 
any Occaſion for our Authors Love for the 

ſuperlative Degree of Compariſon, as may 

Laſily be ſeen by an impartial Eye. I could 
well illuſtrate this Paſſage by many very 
juuſt Obſetvations; but I ſhall only recom- 
: mend the following Heads to the See i 
tion of may; Renders s S E 1 85 


His being the greateſt Fi igure of Any Man ; 
| about ae buozg 
Flis Servants out of Livery. 


315 Splendor of Dreſs even elidhdtig a 
Foreign Ambaſſador on a Birth-Day. The 
Profuſion of Jewels which ſparkled about 
his Perſon, > nm. the Eo mans of a Mo- ä 


| narch. — 


4 In my. 5. On are 11 many Cameful (1 i, 
will not fay wicked) Exaggerations, and ſuch 
as ſhew but too manifeſt, our Author's De- 
_ fign.in.a moſt glaring Light, 
| 2 — e - 
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g May we not. likewiſe ſuſpect (c eur 
Author's having made uſe of common Re- 
port, we may very juſtly be allowed a Sur- 


miſe) that Pride is alſo inherent in his Dif- 
poſition ; for what is the principal Charac- 
teriſtick of Pride? is it not Defamation ? 
from its being a Humour, which as it is al- 
ways mounting, ſo it will make uſe of any 
Footſtool towards its Riſe. A Man who 


affects an extraordinary Splendor of Reputa- 


tion, is glad to find any Foils to ſet himſelf 
off; and therefore will let no Fault or Folly 
of another enjoy the Shade, but will bring 


it into the open Light; that, by the Com- 


ariſon, his own Excellencies may appear 


dhe brighter. 1 dare pppeal to the Breaſt 


of any preud Man, whether he does not, 
upon ſuch 


apt to ſay, * Tam not as other Men or as this 


Publican;“ tho probably he leaves out the 


* God I thank thee,” He who cheriſhes 
ſuch Sentiments as theſe 1 in himſelf, will 
doubtleſs be willing to propagate them to 
other Men; and to that end render the 
Blemiſhes of others, as viſible as he « can. 


{Not that I charge our Author directly with 


LE i 5 does not this betray a degenerate 
| Yon? - 


ccafions, make ſome Phariſaical 3 
Reflections upon himſelf; whether he is not 


} i 


(=) 
W >. which, 0 Corifciontireſsi-whin: 
he wants ſolid Worth, on which to build 
« Reputation, 3 to e hel 4 the 


"i again is 4 Arie to — al 
— ſometimes it is particular, and/ſome- 
times — 11 He who has a Pique to ano-— 

as hateful to all Mankind as he is to him- 


ſelf; and, therefore, as he repines at any - - 


Thing which makes him more eſteem'd, fo 
eexults in any Thing that depreſſes him, and 
As uſually not a little induſtrious to improve 
the Opportunity. He has a ſtrange Sagacity 
in hunting it out. No Vulture does more 
quickly ſcent a Carcaſe, than an envious Per- 
ſon does theſe dead Flies, which corrupt his 
Neighbour's Ointment, whoſe Vapour, like 
a ſtrong Wind, is by his Heat ſcattered, and 
_ "diſperſed far and near. Nor needs he great 
Crimes to - practiſe: on; not ſuch, as the 
very hinting of would become a TI's; 
Every little Infirmity or Paſſion looked on 
thro his Opticks, appears a mountainous 
Guilt, He can improve the leaſt Speck or 
Freckle into a Leproſy, which ſhall over- 
_ ”wy the whole Man ; and a Cloud no 
D * . "= 


one = pa — d Luxuries 1 no * DE Btacle | = 


(e 3 
a et Hand, may. like that of — 


Eibe s, in an Inſtant, with the Help of Pra- 
judice, grow to the utter darkening of his 


Reputation, and fill the bee Horizon of his 
per with Tempeſt and Horror. Some- 


times indeed i, the Envy is general; and not 


cont La, to ak Man in particular, but dif- 
fuſed thro the whole Nature. There are 


_ ome Tempers ſo malign, that they not u- 
I wh III to all, but Believe III of all. 


Wherefore when he can ſee but the leaft | 
Glimmering of a Fault in any, he 5 


ty uncharitably expoſes: it, and with a 3 
-cious Joy calls in as many Spectators as he 
can; and if the leaſt Obliquity can bg;chpied, | 


he is uſed worſe than the veleft Matefattor : 


For ſuch are tried but at one Bar, and 
know the utmoſt of their Doom: but theſe 
(as Spurus) are arrainged at every Table 
throughout the Nation. At ſuch Variety 
of Judicatories, there will be Variety f 
Sentences, only they commonly concur with 
the Help of his Proſecutor, in believing him 
a Monſter; and then what i 
Delight have they in ſuch a Diſcovery! / 


Triumph! what 


There is not half fo much Epricuriſm in 


( 23) 
affords chem ſo much Pleaſure, as bleeding 
- Bans n lying at their Mercy. ci 


* 29 . 
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Here I cannot help obſerving a more tri- 


Av, and perhaps more parallel Sort of De- 


famers than any I have yet mentioned, thoſe 


who indeed have no deliberate Deſign which 
they purſue in it; yet are as aſſiduous at 


the Trade as the deeper Daritrivers Such are 


thoſe who publiſb their Neighbour's Failings | 


as they read the Gen only that hex 


may have an Opportunity of telling News; a 
an Itch which "Gone People are ſtrangely 
over- run with; who can as well hold a glo-. 
ing Coal in Mouth, as conceal any 
"Thing they think": a Novelty,” (ſappoſe were 


Sporus's V ices:ſuch) they will ſometimes run 
beyond their Depth, leſt any ſhould” tell 
the Tale before them, or agree with them! 
This, ſure, is one of the moſt childiſh'Va- 
nities imaginable; and ſure ſuch a Man 
muſt have a Soul of a very low Level, that 
can think it a commenſurate Entertainment. 
Others there are, who uſe defamatory Diſ- 
courſe,” neither for the Love of "oY 4 
nor Defurnktioa': but purely from, 
e obſerves i in the following we 4 


Cacoethes, 1 


0115 "PE in Plain Engliſh, the 
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and which; tho neither 4 in Gala, 
or Hippocrates, nor, as the ob- 
ſerves, is to be met ————— Diſt 
asf eee polkſies' ſome Top 


—— — e ind 


be very lately obſerved, from an Inſtance 
(tis ſufficient to ſay) recent in . 
Mind, how liable theſe inceſſant Scribblers 


therefore can let no foreign 
perhaps but Rumour, paſs by them, no more 
than a Mill; which. is always ging n 


RATS. ON 
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But left the latter of "theſe. Defaners | 


ſhould be apt to abfolve and eſteem em. 


ſelves of harmleſs Intention, 1 muſt ear - 
neſtly ettreat chem to conſider t they as 
15 | only 


7 
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4 


art not to have Depth — 
themiſelves out: of their o-wn Mort: and 


| aſſerdr any nes, run waſte. Eos Pat” 


* 


5 4 | 
only more impertinent, not leſs injurious; 
For tho' it be granted,” that the PR and 
envious are to make a diſtinct Account for 
their Pride and Envy, yet, as far as — 
to their Neighbour, they are equally injuri- 
ous. Anacreon, that was choaked by 2 

Grape · ſtone, died as ſurely as Julius Ceſar 
with his twenty three Wounds; and 3 

Man's Reputation may be as well ble | 
and fooled away, as maliciouſſy betrayed, 
perhaps more eafily ; for Where the Wri- 
ter, by an artful Exordium, is rendered 
leaſt ſuſpected of Deſign, the Reader is 
_ apter to give him Credit. This Manner 
of Inſinuation may be very well compared | 
to thoſe Poiſons that are taken in at the 
Pores, which are the more inſenſibly ſuck d : 
in, and the moſt impoſſible to expel. He 
who, in publiſhing his Neighbour's Vices, 


1 not (as I ſaid before) upon the Dictates 


of Juſtice and Charity, acts directly in Con- 
tradiction to them; for where they do not 
_ abſolutely command (which likewiſe I have 
anſwered) they do implicitly 2 See 
c WW 5 7 een n 
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ſeems to be another Branch of Detraction 


| : naturally ſpringing from the Root, and that 
18, cenſuring and ſevere judging of others 


Failings. Some are not only contented to 


de the Hiſtotfan, winleſs they add likewiſe 


their Remarks and Animadverſions upon it; 


the, God knows, it is bad exdugh to make | 


a naked Relation, and truſt it to the Seve- 
rity of the Hearers; yet ſome cannot even 
content themſelves with that, but muſt give 


them a Sample of "Rigour, and, by the Bit- 


terneſs of their own. Cenſure, invite them 
to paſs the like; N Proceſs conttary to all 


Rules of Law or Equity, for the Plaintiff 


to aſſume the Part of a Judge, and beſpeaks 
the Baſeneſs of the Defamer, and verifies tho 


Port 8 rim, that 
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werd it is a e Thing to 9 . 


how many private Tribunals are every 


3 Where ſet up, where our Neighbour's Ac- 


ban avs 


tions are ſcanned and cenſured ; but ſcarce 
any 


” 04 27 5 
| any are acquitted by us; nay, e 
ſuborn our own Surmiſes and Jealouſies, that 
we may be ſure to caſt the unhappy Crimi- 
nal. How nicely and ſcrupulouſly do we | 
examine. every Circymſtance, and torture it, 
to make it confeſs ſomething which appears 
not in the more general View of the Fact, 
and which, perhaps, was never in the Acters 
Intention. Indeed all private Judgments fo 
much depend upon the Diſpoſition of the 
- Offenders, that unleſs we could poſſeſs our- 
ſelves of God's Omniſcience, it will be as ir- 
rational as impious to aſſume this Authority. 
By theſe Reflections I do not intend to ad- 
vance ſuch a ſtupid Charity, as ſhall make 
no Diſtinction of Actions; there is a Woe 
pronounced, as well to thoſe who © call 
4 Evil Good, as Good Evil.” When we 
- ſee an open eee Sin committed, we 


may erprgeſi u Deteſtation for the Crime, tho 


not of the Actor. This may be a neceſ- 
ſary Charity, as perhaps in the Caſe of 
Sporus, both to the Offender, and to the in- 
nocent Spectators, as an Amulet to keep 
them from the Contagion of the Example. 
But even in this very deſperate Caſe, our 
dentence muſt not exceed the Evidence; we 5 
| 35 muſt 


maſt judge only according to the vi 


5 of evil Heaps, cond s 2 * 2 ak 


they will bear, which is of great Importa 
to the Reputation of bur Neighbours. The 
World, we know, is in many Inſtances e ex- 5 


tremely gover | 
is all in all; it has not only an Wade 


8 being ing butthat * Opinion and Eſti- 


(8) 


ble un- 
doubted Circumſtances, and not aggravate 


the Crime upon Conjectures and Pre- 


famptions: If we do, how right ſoever 
our Gueſſes may be, our Judgment is not, 
but weare, according to the Apoſtle, Judges 


* 
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Its Wen at {the y ent 
Reflection, that the Vice of Detraction muſt 


needs be quite oppoſite to the Virtue of 


Charity, which thi 


to make ſevere Conſtructi 


ry Thing in the faireſt Light, putting the 
moft candid Interpretations upon them that 


by Opinion, bat 


upon it, but is that very Thing, Reputation 


mation among others. Now this Opinion 


is not i Fur by due Motives; 


ſometimes little Accidents, ſometimes Fancy, 
and very often Prepoſſefion governs it. Thus 


be who puts the firſt ill Character, fixes 


N 
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cd 


the: Stamp, which afterwards goes current in | 
the World. The Generality of People 
take up Prejudices as they do Religions, 


upon Truſt; and of thoſe that are more cu- 


5 rious in enquiring into the Grounds, there 
are not, many who vary on the moſt cha- 
ritable Hand, Men are apt to think it 


ſome Dif paragement to their Invention, if 


; 32 cannot ſay ſomething as ſharp upon 
the ” Subject as has been ſaid before; ſo it 


| is the Buſineſs of many to lay on more 
Lead, but few to take it of; although the 

© Offcce of the latter is ſo ir POS of 
85 8 | . 
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which indeed I had almoſt forgot, and ve- 
1 2 calls for a n it is this. 


* Had Sporus been content to crawl in 
oy * humble Station for which Nature 


8 deſigned him, he W have. paſſed 
* unnoticed,” . WI 7 A 


What our Aude how aims at, 1 con- 


feſs, appears to me not a little Sie; | 
What was the humble Station for which 


= 7 e New 
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es SIN r * E Was he not 


born a Gentleman ? Yes, of a very good 
and honourable Family ; and kinks he 


ſurely claims ſome little Reſpect, if only 
from that Circumſtancę. But our Aae 
ſeems to be of a very different Opinion, in 


regard to this Point; and indeed he has ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrated. his Thoughts on 
this Subject; ſince, through the whole 


Progreſs of his Paper, he has treated him 


agreeable to his Motto; Name as 4 Mon- 


„ 
SOT. ” 


One more N and I have long. * 
cannot help obſerving, without Concern, 


His Motto placed at the Top of his Pa- 


per, during a Subject where a Man's Re- 
putation was at ſtake. Could it not have 
been deferred till the End, after he had 


proved the Character to anſwer the Motto ? 
and not before-hand, lay it down as a 


Rule, and put himſelf under the Neceſſity 


of making out the Character exact to the 
Miotto, or elſe incur the * of depart- 
ing from it. . | 


_— 
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And 
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W 
And now, ſenſible of my already having 


treſpaſſed on the Reader's Patience, by ma- 


ny irregular Remarks, I ſhalt-prepare to take 
my leave of him abruptly. I would not 
have it imagined, that whatever is con- 


| tained in the above Tract, is deſigned, ei- 


ther as perfect or deciſiye; I own the con- 


” trary is but too glaring in every Page, as 


I have ever been extremely careful in 
leaving the Reader as Arbitrator in Caſes 
that are doubtful. I hope further, that, 
as it was wrote as A Candid and Imparttal 
Diſquifition, it will meet with the ſame Re- 
ception ; which will greatly add to the 
Obligation the Reader has a ready confer- 
red on me, as I, by this Time, 1 


| he may have peruſed what 1 18 above. 
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